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STUDIES AMERICA’S LIBRARIES FOR BENEFIT OF R

Russian Woman, Now in
This City, Is Library
Expert of Czar's
Realms.

By FREDERIC DEAN
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RUSSIA'S FIRST PUBLIC LIBRARY IN TOWN
0OF CARCOYV,
Madar began het work in her home town of
Lare in Little Russia, the town in whith was
Brie the first populur library of her
< whi more eresting still —~the
kuble Sunday school In Russin, and
erhe he world. Madame Altchevski, u
& at ability and energy, had petitioned
lar pers on to start and earry on a school on
Sundsys, not a school for Biblical study, but =»

who were

tchool —a secular for those

. days und could in mno

Beginning with

Yy sggsged on other
educktion

the “school’

her way obtain an
andful of enthusiasts, grew to

proportions that Mme Alichevski Wwas

td tp devotis to it her entire time and her en-

re ne a8 well To-duy the little lndy who
Insugurated this boon for the unschooled is

tesching in her own school, a paid nssistant in

which sh

founded with her tal-

fe nstitution

enl and money.

It was in this school—the home of many of
Kussin's advancements in knowledge-that Wwas
sarted this first popular library. Having no
mesns io employ librarians, snd hardly with
enough money to buy the requisite books, the
foanders of this new institution called for volun
Leers—volunteers with both time snd money iU
dovote to the new library—and the helpers came
it dozens. The young ladies of the town, the

duughters of the first fumilies, brought their un-
skilled offorts and their immature bank accounts
1o the assistance of this pride of the town —&
eentre of culture and refinement and wealth—and
professors und other tench-
of it ene of the best public

Te this school came Mme

3ly helped by t
Cra Llhey soon Made
fibraries in all Russia
Hamburger, then u slip of & girl of sixteen, Just
gruduated from the gymnasium snd loo youlg
fur the university. ke schooling lewrned in this
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Madame Haffkin-Hamburger, Who Has
Made Long Trip to Learn Secrets of
Uncle Sam’s Custodians of Books,

Tells
Are Done

in the wark in which our university—the Shani-
aweki 'niver entering with such zest,
This university was founded but five years ago,
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volu Y librar he the heg ng o
I e rk, a v graduated from the un
orgit she retorned with renewed enth i
y betterme of library conditions in Hus-

Her husband, a | Ker of n nd 1
i BeTie 0 bunks over 0 ¥l
= dea [ ' go, Mme. Hamburge
has devote ©on i fortune to the o1
richment librury facilities of Ru
TWO MEN WHO HELPED MIGHTILY IN THE
CAUSE
Ve were L rnaie iya "i apme, ! vir
Professor professor of higlory, n oul
veal university at the time we sturted pur Curco
iibrary. He has been ol immense help to 1
ow one of the members of the slate coun
Another man of importance who has henefited the
cause tn more ways than one is the former vice
presideni of our committee. He was the vies
aresident of the first Douma held in tussin, To
m was given the organization ol H
¢ till # member of our board of trustees.
#There are two kinds of libraries in Hussia
the state library and (2) the university

I brary.

The state library is the Imperial Library
of St Petersburg, which is the third largest
library in the world. Other libray of size and

al Warsaw and coOw The

mportance are
Library at Wa

one al

' The

the larger of the two

of Russta.

with the

better known

Mascow is

are used in

Uther hbraries connectl
institutes —at Tomsk, in

Kief. In

4 in the towns of

toehnienl schools or
< beria, for example, and »t all, there

are eight hundred public Jibre

I a snd over twenty thousand in the rural
districts 5

“Our so-called ‘public libraries' differ from
those here in Americn in not being free. We
churge & smull Tee for the books About $1 0640

the annial charge for the use of & ecard

covers
. time, and about $2 50 for

calling for one book at 4
(Our libraries are not free,

the use of two books.
ve them to the

becuuse the gr_r\rrnm-'n: does nol g1

public. In the case of the public museums, how-
ever, the libraries are free. There are eleven of
these museums The other libraries are sup-

ported by the wople of the towns and villages, or

by societies

“There are ‘popular’ libraries all over Europe
in England, Germany, Italy but these wre & mis-
tuke in this: They cater to tho lubaring eclasses,
and because the laboring classes are far snhead of
same laboring classes of & few years ago and

the
the constant de-

grow in this direction very fast,
."J.l'lli I(\f maore [IIN* more hlj\'lllll'l'l:
and apparent. As they
hould be given them, and the luek of these
the canse of the weskness of

hooks become:

more more need more

merc
\dvanced books ia
his particular lbrary system.

“In Russia we have two very trying hlinll’ul'.t.'l--
i1y The

of library advancement:

way
Minister of Education, and (2)

111 the
‘Circular’ of the

1} rohibition of bLool with 8 dangerous ton
* Awny buek in 1800 a *Circular’ was issued
' ¢ Minister of Edueation limiting all hook
¢ public libraries Lo u &t approved
Minisie LY the authoritie were exieed
sw in examining the books for the libarie all
of which had been properiv submitted ~the read
gol sor 0 i long after they wére 0
to 1 ] O them wer i L
0 | A rk Tolsto I g
W r [ he poems of our poet of
domn ektnesofl Many others
q n | trend were nlso saecrificed- to “he
detr our ik our readers,
Fort - t Civeu as ubolighed
Al vo-day overy library may have any book it
desirez to buy and put on ils shelves—that is
ominally and theoretically In reulity, the books
are often more restricted than ever And this
compele mention of sther feature of the long
ago
wYonre go there were what were called *pre
liminary censors,’ whose husiness it was Lo Piss

upon every manuseript presented to them for

considernti Now the books are printed wity
put being by the censors, but they ure no
sooner on the shelves for sale than their gules

prohibited by any one of these

are linble to be

titutions: (1) The Main Printing Pr

threa II

} of Justice an-

of 8t Petersburg, (Z) the L
1ent il‘

these *“locul

%) the local govern

I;nn'rr.t-r-' have the largest liberty, for they mzy
prohibit the sale of any book thut they, individ
ually. consider ‘dangerous.’ The mere stamping
upon u book the words, ‘The tendency of tais
book is dungerous’ rules it out of the couniry;
and the farce of it all is that one governor ma;

consider & certain book” ‘dangerous’ and it may
be read with impunity in every surrounding prob
ince. This arbitrary cutting off of books already
printed and put on sale 1s most disheartening t

the library worker and gatherer of books

LIBRARY MAY BE CLOSED IF ONE SUCH
BOOK 15 FOUND.

"There another and still more trying out-
come of this individual censorship. By the mer
finding of one objectionable book in any given
library the governor of the provinee whica

the book is found has the right not only to con-

fiscate that particular book, but may shut up the
reason of the open display of

have

in many ways —and

entire library by
this one objectionable volume But times
changed ~and for the better
the books huve improved in the same ratio, and
have u very fair list from which to
Then, too, we have the right

to-day we
muke our choles,
to protest aguinst any ruling that we think preju-
dicin]l to our interests, and this protest we may
tuke to the Supreme Court,

“I'he formation of our little collections of books

Boston PuBLIC LIBRARY

may be inleresting to you Amegicar In Russin
what corr rican y
called w v collection
of ‘districls,’ supnlh rye measure,
! your stute | i local assem
called the ‘zemstvo’ an Gssemb ol land
nXpRyer which from its membors eled i board
of governors, to which is given the guidance o
Lol ] |I'I‘ of "’l i .I i 1} the
rogds of territory, the telephones, the
tals, the agronom} irrounding country
the schools and the system of “libru From u
ecentral library in any distriel emanate any nutr
ber of branches cattered wimong the villages
near by We have, ulso, a number of travellin
e grown
an it
mb a raudius of from three

ve kilometres to three-and-a-half

leg) from any s library, and that
1z, it is readily
influence the |
Every year sub

or that district

aile
I o r growth that 1
trying study ount somi

that in use for the collection,

better system tha

] stribution of our hook

DENSITY OF POPULATION IN THE
DISTRICTS.

the selection and d

LARYING

‘Naturally, in some distriets our populitior
more dense than in others In some government
cities are mony and clore Togl n others=
there pre but few lurge congregat of persons,
the great portion of the land being given up to

farm houses and large tracts of farming in

For this resson no definite number of resders can
sized territory

density of popu-

be approximated for any given

iged by its owr

ench must b

1

i

matter we nre singularly unlike

“In mnother

some of our neighboring countries, tur govern-

ment furnishes no funds for the collection of our

nunce. Ir

ries or for their msi every case

unds are procured by the Temstve into
whose hands are entrusted the books and the care
of them, The only government libraries are those
governed by what called the ‘Committeg of

Temperance." As the government has the monop-

oly on the sale und distributien of whiskey, this

seeming monopoly en the sale and distribution of
books is & bit of & misnomer. It is & well-known
fact, mlso, thut these libraries, supported by the
‘Committee of Temperan ure the poorest of
our Russinn collections, and not only this, but

they nre run in the most alip-shed manner

“The diffic
fold: 1) The complicated legt
ernment, and (2) the luck of funds for the curry-
ing on of the necessary work attending the de-

velopment of library plans. And right here comes

ry systems are two

ies of our librs

lntion of our gov-

«Wilhelmina.

nnd already hus r six thousand Une

of our main courses is that for the truiming of

librurian 0f ecourse, it Is impossible to bring
nbout great impro all at once, but for
work wa

the time given to this hrgneh of our

think we have made progreas In December last
the matter whs brought to the n

of the institution, and hus since been eary ied Lo

otice of the heuds

fultilment It owes much of its wsuccess to &

mikes his

gentleman who, although a millionaire
home in & back yard lodging and gives lavishly

How Such Things

in Russia.

to others, while living in the plainest manner
His name is Shaklov.

“During the fiest year of our aetivity in the

im if
nimselr

matter of these special eourses we received ap-
plications from over 400 students. Of these we
admitted 300 und were forced to refuse the others
for lack of sccommodation. This year we limited
aur new students to 300, In all, we have admitted
557 for this special work during the three years

A

we have had opportunity for offering these \

branches to our students,

“The demands for libraries come from all sorts
of places and people. One of the last requests
for a library that we received before I chme awa/
was from a group of peasants living in the north
in the government of Penza, ‘We have a school,”
they wrote, ‘but no library. The school and the
Our school is lonely without
can we not have our library

libriary are sisters.
Plea

her sister.

to comfort her

GAINED FIRST PRIZE AT THE
LIEGE EXPOSITION,

HER BOOK

Madame has & mind and of singular
originality and shrewdness; she has guined a
knowledge of the world and of the world's read-
ers uniquely and astoundingly comprehensive; n
her travels she has found many vivid and striking
chnracters; her conversation sparkles with happy
phrases and epithets; she is never egotistie, never
parades her own personality; but one cannot
listen te her for twenty minutes without recog-
nizing un inteliectuslity that is in sympathy with
whatever is fine and select and worth while; even
when her English halts and wavers, it halts and
wauvers in search of the exact word or phrase te
express her meaning, and when found the word
or phrase is a bit better than was at first ex-
pected.  Unfortunately, madame's book on the
eare and use of books, strictly a manusl for -
brarians, is written only in Russian. (It can be
found in any of the Slav branches of the New
York Publie Library.)
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LUXEMBURG,A TINY BUFFER

UST as the small kingdom of Servia was ths
f this war in the east of

storm centre ol
Europe, the muuch amuller grand duchy of
Luxemburg has become through Germin

invasion, the storm centre in the £as Thus a%-
tention is called to a tiny state whose indends

dent existence is often overlooke 1. yet whon
history has been full of interest All that is left
of it now is an mrea not hall As iarge as ¢

about

wan cight

{ Delaware, with & population of
260,000, Yet it has a

old and for

State o

histor y more

centuries many years it haa been

an objeet of the rival desires of France and Ger-
many.
Luxemburg, lying wher e three realms meet

n part of the

muny - Was

1L

Belgium, France and (e
f Ror

immartal *Commer

vl as such g
ures in Cesar’ Later
it was & part of the Frankish kingdom of Auas-
Count
WaS many

imes, o

Belgica Prima

ilaries,

ruler was

#* independent

1060, und nt

trasia. I8

Conrad, In thut time it

times larger than at present and ranked as a
cauntry of much political and military img
tance. ’

Count Henry IV of Luxemburg was elected
Emperor of Germany, or of the “Holy Roman

Empire,” and his son John was that King o

Bohemia whe Creey. In 1364 Luxemburg

becume a duchy, and not long afterward it passed

lell at

» the possession of the Hapaburgs and formed

an important part of the historie Austrian Neth
erlands.
Frane

I. was conquered and annexed by

705, and remained in that status until the
of Nupoleon, when it was made n grand duchy |
was pluced under the sovereignty of the of

Eollund. When the Netherlands were dis
1851, ail that
divided

then remained of Luxemburg wa
going to
forms an important
grand
firmed as a possession of the House of Orange.
Thus it remained until 1800, when William 11 of
Holland died and was succeeded by his daughtes

The Salic law wus then involed

nlso, part of it Belgium, of

whieh It now part, and the

remainder, the present duehy, being eon

against the suceession of a woman in Luxemburg,
w0 long at least as any male heir, however re-
mote, was to be found; and in consequence Adolf,
Duke of Nassau, who had been deposed by Prus-
in in 1866 for siding with Austria, was mude
grand duke.

But the Salie law was bound to be flouted after
all, Adelf died in 1005 and was succeeded by his
son Willium, who in turn died in 1912, leaving not
a singie male relative in any degree. Then tho
Nussau family law took precedence over the Salie
law, It provided that in case of the entire ex-
tinetion of the male line the suecession should go
to the female heir. Accordingly the Grand
Duchess Marie Adelaide, daughter of William, sue-
ceeded, She was the eldest of six sisters, and her
mother and grandmother and an aunt were living,
Lut there was not a single male left in the family,

The little country has long been coveted by
buth France and Germany, with Germany enjoy-
ing the favored position. Down to its dismantle-
ment, in 1872, the great fortress of Luxemburg,
of the fumous Vauban's masterpieces, was
gurrisoned by Prussisns. Since that time the
country has been u member of the German eus-
toms union, and itz chief railroads have been
leased to the German government for a long
term of years.

It is becuwuse of this latter circumstance that
the German ussumed to have tha
right to trunsport its troops across Luumhm’g
territory, holding that since it leased the rail-
roads 1t had & right to use them as it pleased.

government

The people of Luxemburg speak a strunge mixt-
ure of the French and German languages. Prob-
nbly about half the words are French and half are
German. The strungest effeet is produced by the
use of French words in German arrangement, as,
for cxumple, putting a French verb at the very
end of u long sentence, as is often done in Ger-
muny. The people are, however, intensely putri-
ctie, and are opposed to being annexed to eithes
France or Germauny, their antipathy being by far
the stronger toward the laiter,




